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Archdiocese of Dubuque

Office of the Archbishop
1229 Mount Loretta Avenue  •  Dubuque, Iowa  52003

 

 
 
 
I am pleased to announce that Sunday, April 25, 2021, is Archdiocesan Council of Catholic 
Women (ACCW) Sunday.  This date has been chosen for its proximity to the feast day of Our 
Lady of Good Counsel, the patroness for the Council of Catholic Women. 
 
I would encourage all parishes to celebrate by recognizing and taking up a collection for the 
ACCW.  Some parishes have an envelope for this collection as part of their yearly envelopes, 
and others do not, and a few parishes have never scheduled an opportunity for women to 
contribute.  I encourage you to include the following announcement in your bulletin for the 
weekend of April 24-25 (or whatever weekend you take up the collection): 
   

All women of the parish are encouraged to become sustaining members of the Dubuque 
Archdiocesan Council of Catholic Women.  The annual membership fee is $10, and the 
form can be found at www.dbqarch.org/council-of-catholic-women on the Archdiocese of 
Dubuque website.  If you prefer, please send your name, address, email and a check 
(made out to ACCW) for $10 to:  Lisa Hemesath, ACCW Treasurer, 1116 240th Street, 
State Center, IA 50247.  Your membership includes a subscription to the quarterly 
newsletter, The Link. 

 
The ACCW supports the goals of the Archbishop by empowering and educating all Catholic 
women in spirituality, leadership, and service.  This mission can be recognized in the ACCW 
sponsorship of the Beauty in Christ Women’s Conference, support for our seminarians, newly 
ordained priests and other religious, an annual retreat day, and coordination of numerous 
service projects. 
 
Thank you for your continued support of the Dubuque Archdiocesan Council of Catholic Women. 
 
Sincerely yours in Christ, 
 
 
 
Michael O. Jackels 
Archbishop of Dubuque 

A printable version of this letter is available online here: 
https://dbqarch.org/documents/2021/4/ACCW%20letter%20of%20support%202021%20FINAL.pdf  

For a Spanish translation of this letter, go to: 
https://dbqarch.org/documents/2021/4/ACCW%20letter%20of%20support%202021%20FINAL%20spanish.pdf 
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President
Joanne Pohland

This Spring has brought a sense of new life 
to us. I’m sure you share my sentiment that 
I would have never believed it if you had 
told me in January 2020 what the next 18 
months would look like!  But, now things 

are at least looking more positive!

A great many things continue to happen through the 
Archdiocesan Council of Catholic Women, and I want to 
share some of them with you!

On April 13, Archbishop Jackels provided a Letter of 
Support of ACCW (see page 1). The letter was sent to all 
the priests of the Archdiocese of Dubuque as well as to 
the ACCW mailing list, and was offered in both English 
and Spanish.  I hope that many of you heard about it in 
your parish bulletins, and that some sort of “celebration” 
was planned for Sunday, April 25!  If your parish did 
something special to celebrate, please let us know!

I hope you have had the opportunity to see the great 
work of the Gifts of the Visitation Project, headed up by 
the Spirituality Commission, with Mary Pedersen as the 
Chair.  This resource is available on the ACCW webpage, 
and can be utilized in multiple ways. https://dbqarch.org/
gifts-of-the-visitation-archdiocesan-retreat-for-women

Some women have taken advantage of the ability to 
become members or renew membership on the ACCW 
webpage (https://d2y1pz2y630308.cloudfront.net/23075/
documents/2021/2/2021%20Contribution%20Form-2.pdf).  
I encourage you to renew your membership through the 
website!  You may have noticed that we have removed the 
board members’ email addresses in the online version 
of The Link, except those who have Archdiocesan email 
addresses.  This was to help safeguard board members 
from having their email addresses “hacked,” which had 
become a recent problem. If you need to contact a board 
member, but do not have her email address, please contact 
me.

In addition, please take a look at the new “Deanery 
Doings” section on the website  
(https://dbqarch.org/deanery-doings).  I am looking 
forward to Deanery Presidents sharing highlights as 
another way of letting people know of the great work of 
the Archdiocesan Council of Catholic Women.  Please 
let me know of any “Deanery Doings” you would like to 
share.

I would like to take this opportunity to thank Mary Rausch 
for her years of service on the ACCW Board of Directors!  
Mary recently completed her term as the Decorah Deanery 
President.  She has faithfully served the ACCW, including 
serving as President!  We welcome Julie Vulk as the new 
President of the Decorah Deanery!  She was installed on 
April 6, 2021.  Thank you, Julie, for saying “yes!” 

President-Elect
Archbishop Jackels announced recently 
that on June 5-6, 2021, the dispensation 
will expire that excused Catholics in the 
Archdiocese of Dubuque from participating 
at Sunday Mass in church.

The Archbishop notes that we have the opportunity to 
attend Mass. We can “gather together, hear the word 
proclaimed and explained, receive the Bread of Life, 
re-create ourselves by relaxing, and grow in holiness by 
helping the poor.”

When we consider presence at Sunday Mass as an 
opportunity, rather than an obligation, we can strive for a 
more positive attitude about worship. Ideally, this might 
include: arriving at the church with a smile (even if it 
must be covered with a mask), listening attentively to the 
readings and the homily, gratefully placing our offering in 
the collection basket, waving to others during the sign of 
peace, receiving the Eucharist with a thankful heart, and 
going forth prepared to be a blessing to everyone.  

Some of us may not be returning to Mass due to health 
issues, conflicting schedules, or for other reasons. We 
may continue to watch Mass online, or on TV, or listen 
on the radio. The pandemic has made those opportunities 
flourish!

May each of us truly appreciate the Sunday liturgy. As 
the Catechism states in paragraph 2177, “The Sunday 
celebration of the Lord’s Day and his Eucharist is at the 
heart of the Church’s life.”

Monica Fulton

We offer our thanks to Dubuque Province Director, 
Nancy Larson, and we offer congratulations to Florine 
Swanson who will be installed as the next Dubuque 
Province Director!  Florine will be installed at the NCCW 
Convention in August.  We thank her for saying “yes” to 
serving in this position!

As groups begin to gather again, please know that I am 
always open to attending any of your council gatherings 
or events.  Just let me know, and I will do my best to be 
present.

Please know that the Board of Directors is working hard 
to continue to grow the organization so that every woman 
will want to be a part of this collegiality of women who 
grow in their vocation as women through faith, study, and 
service.

Thank you, and may God bless you for all you do for ACCW! 
Our Lady of Good Counsel, pray for us! 
St. Joseph, pray for us!

https://dbqarch.org/gifts-of-the-visitation-archdiocesan-retreat-for-women
https://dbqarch.org/gifts-of-the-visitation-archdiocesan-retreat-for-women
https://d2y1pz2y630308.cloudfront.net/23075/documents/2021/2/2021%20Contribution%20Form-2.pdf
https://d2y1pz2y630308.cloudfront.net/23075/documents/2021/2/2021%20Contribution%20Form-2.pdf
https://dbqarch.org/deanery-doings
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Past President
Florine Swanson

Ask Someone!  

Almost every Catholic Church has a 
funeral committee. Some of you serve on 
a committee just for that purpose. Others 
have Circles or committees assigned by 

the month. After I retired as Exec. Director of the Iowa 
4-H Foundation, someone asked me to chair the January 
committee, to which I said yes.  Shortly after, I was asked 
to be the President of the Altar Society. I said I would 
have monthly co-chairs, and was told that I could never 
find that many volunteers. Wrong! It was easy to find 24 
women who said yes when asked.  

For one funeral, I called a woman on my list and her 
response was, “No one has ever asked me to do anything 
in the church.” She didn’t want to provide food, but she 
would work, and she has worked ever since. I then learned 
she wasn’t a Catholic, but her husband was. During this 
year of COVID, her husband passed away and I had the 
privilege to be the lector at his funeral Mass. Although she 
hasn’t joined the church, she is attending Mass and has 
participated in a Lenten Bible Study.  

Studies done at the University of Northern Iowa indicate 
that women don’t volunteer; they need to be asked. 
I certainly didn’t have on my bucket list to serve in 
leadership in the Dubuque ACCW.  But it was a call 
from Alma Meyer, who was the newly elected President 
of ACCW at the time, who asked if I would represent 
the Mason City Deanery on the board.  Over half of the 
current commission members and officers are women 
who I have asked to serve, many who said, “I don’t know 
what ACCW is.”

Have you asked women in your church to serve, to teach, 
to attend a retreat or conference, or maybe to help you 
with a project?  I often take someone to lunch or coffee 
when asking them to make a commitment of their time.  
If that isn’t possible, I take time to make a phone call, not 
send an email or letter.  

Holy Spirit people say yes!  Just ask.  It may change your 
life, and it might change theirs, too.  

New Monthly News Bulletin
from the

Archdiocese of Dubuque!

TOGETHER is a monthly bulletin providing news 
and information from Archbishop Jackels, as well 
as initiatives and happenings from around the 
archdiocese. This printable bulletin can be insert-
ed into parish bulletins, placed in common areas 
of your church, distributed to the homebound, 
and shared in email communications. Current and 
past volumes can be found on the Archdiocese of 
Dubuque website at https://dbqarch.org/together 

https://dbqarch.org/together
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Fr. Anthony Boahen Nketiah to Eagle Center, La Porte 
City and Traer

Fr, Benjamin Nkrumah to Jesup and Barkley

Fr. Dennis Conway to Immaculate Conception and St. 
Wenceslaus, Cedar Rapids (beginning on March 29)

Fr. Michael McAndrew to Belle Plaine, Chelsea and Tama

Fr. Greg Bahl to Oxford Junction and Chaplain of Mt. 
Mercy University, Cedar Rapids; continuing ministry as 
Director of the Archdiocesan Office of Worship

Renewal of Term: 
Fr. Robert Gross for a second 6-year term to Calmar, 
Festina, Ossian and Spillville 

Fr. John Haugen for a second 6-year term to Colesburg, 
Edgewood, Elkader, Strawberry Point and Volga

Associate Pastor: 
After Deacon Jacob Dunne is ordained as a priest is 
assigned to Mason City and Manly

Fr. Martin Gyan Obeng to Dyersville, Earlville, 
Petersburg, New Vienna, and Worthington

After Deacon Kyle Tietz is ordained as a priest is assigned 
to Marshalltown

After Deacon Martin Coolidge is ordained as a priest is 
assigned to the Cathedral of St. Raphael, and St. Patrick in 
Dubuque, and chaplaincy duties to Holy Family Catholic 
Schools in Dubuque 

Fr. Phillip Kwabena Agyei to Church of the Resurrection 
in Dubuque

Special Assignment: 
Fr. Jeffrey Dole will be re-assigned to further study

Pray for the repose of the souls of:

Fr. Richard Gaul – Born 9/17/1942;  
Ordained 6/1/1968; Died 3/19/2021

Fr. John O’Connor – Born 3/21/1933;  
Ordained 2/1/1958; Died 4/4/2021

Fr. Thomas Braak – Born 8/12/1933;  
Ordained 1/31/1959; Died 5/7/2021

Pray for and celebrate with those who are observing 
anniversaries of ordination this year:

40 years – Msgr. Thomas Toale and Fr. Phillip Kruse 

45 years – Msgr. James Miller, Fr. Mark Ressler, and Fr. 
Dwayne Thoman

50 years – Fr. John Gossman and Fr. Herbert Pins

55 years – Archbishop Jerome Hanus, Msgr. Lyle 
Wilgenbusch, Fr. Richard Ament, Fr. Donald Bakewell, 
Fr. Robert Beck, Fr. Dennis Colter, Fr. Ronald Friedell, Fr. 
Donald Klein, Fr. Mark Nemmers, and Fr. Paul Otting

60 years – Msgr. Russell Bleich, Msgr. Karl Glovik, and 
Msgr. Carl Schmitt

65 years – Msgr. James Barta, Msgr. Walter Brunkan, Fr. 
John Herzog, and Fr. Phillip Schmitt

70 years – Msgr. Edward Lechtenberg and Fr. Eugene 
Kutsch

Pray for these newly published assignments which take 
effect on July 13, 2021 (unless otherwise indicated):

Retirement: 
Fr. John Gossman and Fr. Stephen Meyer 

Pastor: 
Fr. Joshua Link to Clear Lake, Rockwell, and Chaplain at 
Newman Catholic School System in Mason City

Fr. Francis Kwame Anane Yeboah to Webster City, 
Williams, and Gilbert

One of the wonderful works of the Archdiocesan Council of Catholic Women is to pray: for vocations to the 
priesthood, for the priests in their ministry, and for the repose of the souls of those who have died. In order 
that we can carry out this admirable work, I have included a list of the departed since our last issue, a list of 
those priests who are celebrating anniversaries this year, and priest assignments for the coming year. Thank  
you ACCW women for your work and your prayers! God bless you all! 

Spiritual Advisor
Fr. Daniel Knipper

Pray for our priests! 
 

Learn more about the Seven Sisters Apostolate on page 5, 
and pray daily for our priests with the calendar found on 

the back cover of this issue of The Link!
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The Dubuque Archdiocesan Council 
of Catholic Women welcomes Deacon 
Tom Lang as the Spiritual Advisor for 
the Waterloo Deanery. Deacon Tom was 
ordained to the Permanent Deaconate in 
1982, and recently retired after serving as 

the Director of the Permanent Diaconate for 18 years, 
where he also served in the Jail and Prison Ministry 
program as well as the formation of Permanent Deacons. 
Deacon Tom and his wife, Kris, now reside in Waterloo. 
We look forward to Deacon Tom’s leadership in 
cooperation with the women of the Waterloo Deanery.

Introducing Our New 
Spiritual Advisor!

Mary Pedersen
Spirituality Commission Chair  
 

GIFTS OF THE VISITATION PROJECT
https://dbqarch.org/gifts-of-the-visitation-
archdiocesan-retreat-for-women 

Have you checked out the Gifts of the 
Visitation Project? Have you seen a woman 
you know giving witness to a friendship 

based on Mary, our Blessed Mother, and Elizabeth? Did 
it spark memories of your holy friendships? We’ve heard 
from women and parishes about how much they’re loving 
this new offering. Start a women’s group in your parish/
cluster to gather women and grow deeper in faith through 
the Gifts Project—plus, it’s fun and filled with joy!

SAVE-THE-DATE:  

Saturday, January 29, 2022 
This teleconference will be an exciting opportunity 
designed to gather women in their own parishes/clusters! 
Start thinking of women you’ll invite to your parish 
on January 29th for prayer, speakers, friendship and 
fellowship! You’re going to love it!

YEAR OF ST. JOSEPH/YEAR OF 
AMORIS LAETITIA (FAMILY)
The Spirituality Commission is sending out an email on 
the 19th of each month to honor St. Joseph or to reflect on 
the Year of Amoris Laetitia (Family). Please let us know 
if you have something to share about how you are using 
these special opportunities to grow in faith! See more 
information about these special events on page 6!

SEVEN SISTERS APOSTOLATE 
Leone Bergeson  

After only a few years, the Seven Sisters 
Apostolate is now active in every state, 
plus there are international groups praying 

for their pastors/priests. It’s good that during these very 
challenging and tumultuous times, our priests have the 
backup prayers of their Seven Sisters’ support with one 
Holy Hour daily for a given priest. At this time, 61 active 
and retired priests plus our Archbishop Jackels have an 
Apostolate praying in front of the Blessed Sacrament for 
them. These women are quiet intercessors who humbly 
offer one Holy Hour weekly to serve the Church for the 
sanctification of their priest. If your pastor does not have a 
group of Seven Sisters praying for him, contact me and I’ll 
help you start one. Each of our priests do need this prayer 
support from you.

We are currently in need of women to pray for the 
Archbishop. If any readers feel the tug to do something for 
Archbishop, this is the best thing you can do to help him 
accomplish his goal of shepherding his flock.

We remember the story in Exodus how Aaron and Hur 
lifted and held the arms of Moses, and the battle against 
the Amalekites was victorious. Seven Sisters are Aaron 
and Hur. We are called to action in the battle for our 
Church by praying for our priests so they can bring 
the Body and Blood of Jesus weekly, if not daily, to all 
Catholics including the homebound and those in assisted 
living and other care facilities.

June is the month of the Sacred Heart of Jesus. It is the 
month to begin a new group in your parish, in union with 
other Seven Sisters groups across the Archdiocese.  If your 
parish has an Apostolate, volunteer to pray a Holy Hour 
for your priest.

Please accept this invitation to offer a weekly Holy Hour 
for your priest or our Archbishop Jackels. Contact me at 
563-451-5828 or r1berge@msn.com   (That is the number 
1 (one) not an “l” as in Leone).

 

Spirituality Commission

https://dbqarch.org/gifts-of-the-visitation-archdiocesan-retreat-for-women
https://dbqarch.org/gifts-of-the-visitation-archdiocesan-retreat-for-women
mailto:r1berge@msn.com
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THE YEAR OF ST. 
JOSEPH  
 
On the 150th Anniversary of 
the Proclamation of St. Joseph 
as “Patron of the Universal 
Church,” Pope Francis has 
proclaimed a “Year of St. 

Joseph,” with his apostolic letter Patris Corde (“With a 
Father’s Heart”). During this year, the pope invites us to: 
          * increase our love for St. Joseph. 
          * implore his intercession. 
          * imitate his virtues and zeal. 
 
Click here for resources from the Archdiocese of 
Dubuque. 
Additional resources can be found here: 
United States Council of Catholic Bishops (USCCB): 
Prayers, Videos, Consecration to St. Joseph 
Loyola Press: Prayers, activities, reflections, and more! 
Our Sunday Visitor: “The Year of St. Joseph” 

Spirituality Commission
(continued)

THE YEAR OF 
AMORIS LAETITIA 
(FAMILY)
March 19, 2021 (the Feast of 
St. Joseph) marked the five-
year anniversary of the release 

of Pope Francis’ Apostolic Exhortation on Marriage and 
Family Life entitled Amoris Laetitia (“The Joy of Love”). 
To celebrate this anniversary, Pope Francis has declared 
a Year of Amoris Laetitia (Family) from March 19, 2021 
through June 26, 2022 when the World Meeting of 
Families will take place in Rome. Learn more about this 
year, read a statement by Archbishop Jackels, and find 
resources for celebrating it, by visiting: https://dbqarch.
org/year-of-amoris-laetitia.  
Additional Resources can be found here: 
United States Council of Catholic Bishops (USCCB): 
News, events, and resources 
Loyola Press: Prayers, videos, parish resources, and more! 
Catholic Current: Resources for marriage, 
parenting, family life, NFP, dating, podcasts, and more!

Parliamentarian
Rozena McVey

An article in the recent issue of Catholic Woman’s Magazine highlighted a couple of changes in the 12th edition 
of Robert’s Rules of Order Newly Revised, published late last year:

1. Nominations from the Floor (31:6; 46:6; 46:18):  Unless the bylaws specify otherwise, the chair must call for 
nominations from the floor at the time of elections, even if nominations were called for – or closed – at a 
previous session.

2. The minutes are handled by unanimous consent, but approval of the minutes is declared by the Chair when 
there are no (further) corrections offered.  No vote is taken, even if someone made a motion to approve 
them.   

A reminder: What is the order of precedence at a meeting?  

1. God before country (prayer) before organization (ACCW).  

2. The Pledge of Allegiance is not recited if no flag is present.

Remember that protocol is basic courtesy.  While special rules have been established for proper conduct in handling certain 
situations, where there is no specific rule, you will always do well to use common courtesy.

Joy of the Lord is my strength.

https://dbqarch.org/year-of-st-joseph
https://www.usccb.org/saint-joseph?mc_cid=d475461efe&mc_eid=58e85eca45
https://www.loyolapress.com/catholic-resources/saints/saints-activities/resource-collections/year-of-st-joseph/
https://www.catholicyearof.com/
https://dbqarch.org/year-of-amoris-laetitia
https://dbqarch.org/year-of-amoris-laetitia
https://www.usccb.org/topics/marriage-and-family-life-ministries/year-amoris-laetitia-family?mc_cid=d475461efe&mc_eid=58e85eca45
https://www.loyolapress.com/catholic-resources/family/family-faith-and-fun/inspiration-in-daily-family-life/year-of-the-family/
https://catholiccurrent.org/popular-topics/marriage-and-family/
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Sheila Rassman 
Leadership Commission Chair

Beautiful spring greetings,

We are looking into offering virtual LTD Leadership Training workshops. In the past these have been held 
in person, but due to the pandemic they are being offered virtually. This would be a worthwhile endeavor for 
you to consider. These workshops could be offered at different times of the year, with a group or individually. 
A flyer is included in this issue, with information about LTD training. 

We are currently looking into updating the ACCW brochure, highlighting some areas to spark attention. We 
are also planning to create a short ACCW promotional video highlighting our organization and the work 
that our women do in the Archdiocese and beyond.

We are keeping our fingers crossed that will be able to host our Annual ACCW Meeting on Saturday, October 
23, at Holy Trinity Parish in Protivin. 

There are opportunities to attend CCW virtual events throughout our neighboring dioceses. I will be 
attending the virtual conference sponsored by the St Paul Diocese. This is their 88th annual convention. 
“Celebrating Life’s Challenges” These events are open to all women. I will try to send out an email to keep you 
informed. We hope to have more information for you at the July Board meeting.                                 

We thank you for the continued support of the ACCW organization, and appreciate any feedback/
suggestions you may have. 

Our Lady of Good Counsel pray for us.

Leadership Commission
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Nancy Larson
Dubuque Province Director

The NCCW Convention, taking place August 25-28 in Washington D.C. in celebration of 100 years of Catholic 
Women in our parishes, will now be in-person only. Registration (Limited to 500 women) will begin June 1st. 

Further information can be found on the NCCW website. (https://www.nccw.org/nccw-convention/) 

At the convention, our new Province Director, Florine Swanson, from the Archdiocese of Dubuque will be installed for a 
two-year term. Congratulations, Florine! I know she will be a great representative for us. Our province is also excited to 
announce that Alma Meyer was nominated to represent us on the NCCW nominating committee.

Please continue to support 2020-2021 NCCW resolutions in your parishes. USCCB’s “Walking with Moms in Need” is an 
ongoing project. Our pregnant moms and young parents always need our support. Wonderful resources and prayers are 
found on the Pro-Life website. Continue to pray for all our priests, bishops and Pope Francis.  New resources are on the 
NCCW website. As is implied in Ezekiel 16:4, “Priests are our umbilical cord to God.”

At lastly, thank you for allowing me to represent you on the NCCW board these past two years. Continue to pray to Our 
Lady of Good Counsel for guidance for all our Catholic women and organizations.

Leadership Commission
(continued)

NCCW LEADERSHIP: 
Alma Meyer 
NCCW Leadership Commission and 
Associates Board of NCCW 

NCCW Election Results
Results of the NCCW election were released by President Jean Kelly. Elected for 2021-23 term were the following: NCCW 
President-elect Beth Mahoney from Boston, and NCCW Secretary-elect Amy Kennedy from Salt Lake City. Of the nine 
candidates for the NCCW Nominations Committee, seven were elected from TX, MN, MO, OH, GA, FL and IA. Yes, IOWA! 
Elected from the Archdiocese of Dubuque was past Dubuque Province Director and ACCW Past President Alma Meyer, 
formerly of Calmar, now Marion. 

The new officers will be installed in August at the NCCW 101st Anniversary Convention in Arlington, VA, along with half of 
the new Province Directors to serve on the NCCW Board. Immediate ACCW Past President Florine Swanson, of Galt, will 
represent Iowa’s four dioceses and the Province of Dubuque on the NCCW Board of Directors.

The new NCCW Nominating Committee will meet at the national convention, elect their chairman for the next two-year 
term, begin the search for potential candidates, and start the election process for the new NCCW treasurer and next national 
nominations committee.

 
Congratulations to the newly elected, and may the blessings of our patroness, Our Lady of Good Counsel, direct their 
activity. Thank you to all current members and affiliations that took time to vote online or mail-in paper ballots in April.

https://www.nccw.org/nccw-convention/
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Sue Martinek 
Service Commission Chair 

A heartfelt and appreciative 
“Thank you” to all who 

participated in donating funds or praying for 
the nourishing milk project I wrote about 
earlier this year. I received a thank you and the 
pictures shown here of Dylan, who weighed 
only 12 pounds (at age 18 months) when he 
came into Nutrition Center in Honduras. He 
had severe pneumonia, breathing difficulties, 
language and motor-skill delays, and a 
respiratory disease. He was also suffering 
from 3rd-degree malnutrition. After a year of 
treating Dylan and praying for him without 
ceasing, with around the clock care he slowly, 
miraculously it seemed, came back to life. 
During his stay this last year, he has managed 
to gain 16 pounds! He can walk, he talks very well, and his favorite game is soccer.

These pictures show him when he first came in for help, and how he looks today. We only need to look at him to realize how 
much our efforts can help. Cross Catholic Outreach is the part of NCCW that makes this possible. To find out more about 
this project or to make a gift online, please go to https://crosscatholic.org/hope/. Their address is 2700 N. Military Trail, Suite 
300, PO Box 273908, Boca Raton, FL 33427-3908

Service Commission

YOUTH AND ADULT AWARDS 

Barb Sauser
The youth awards program was more difficult this year because of the pandemic.  If you know a scout leader or 
American Heritage Girls group leader, please share my contact information with them.  I would like to see the 

youth program expand.

Each year, the adult program for ACCW honors one woman who has shared generously of her time and talents with the Our 
Lady of Good Counsel Award.  Please consider women in your parish, and encourage a group to help make the nomination. 
Here is what you need: one letter of support, and a resume including Church activities, community activities, education, 
family, work and volunteer involvement. 

The Award will be presented at the ACCW Annual Meeting set for October 23 at Holy Trinity Catholic Church in 
Protivin. We do try to surprise the individual who wins this award.  

Please be thinking of a deserving woman in your parish, and then work with a team to write the nomination. Questions 
contact Barbara Sauser sbsauser@netins.net or call 563-852-7033.

https://crosscatholic.org/hope/
mailto:sbsauser@netins.net
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Since its organization, Dubuque ACCW has 
offered programs to enrich the spirituality 
of the women of the archdiocese. During 
the 40’s and 50’s, the Archdiocesan Council 
of Catholic Women developed The Catholic 
Mothers’ Study Clubs. 

In 1960, the ACCW began a diocesan-wide promotion 
of Bible reading among the laity. (If you know of a Study 
Club still meeting, please let me know. Marshalltown still 
has three active groups.)

If you have any Council of Catholic Women information 
for the Dubuque Archdiocese archives, please contact 
ACCW Historian, Rose Ann Jero.

ACCW Historian
Rose Ann Jero

Other News
RECOGNITIONS
Congratulations! 

Congratulations to these three men ordained to the 
priesthood on May 29, 2021! Each of these newly 
ordained priests will receive a stole from the ACCW.

Fr. Martin Coolidge  

Fr. Martin has been assigned as the 
Associate Pastor at the Cathedral of St. 
Raphael Parish and St. Patrick Parish in 
Dubuque.

Fr. Jacob Dunne 

Fr. Jacob has been assigned as the 
Associate Pastor at Epiphany Parish in 
Mason City and Sacred Heart Parish in 
Manly.

Fr. Kyle Tietz  

Fr. Kyle has been assigned as the Associate 
Pastor at St. Francis of Assisi Parish in 
Marshalltown.

Member Spotlight

ST. JOSEPH ANGEL  
BOX PROJECT

Every year, Fonda Riemenschneider and Kim 
Smith, from St. Joseph Church in State Center, 
organize the Christmas Angel Box program for 
their parish’s CCW. These ladies prepare boxes of 
food staples, laundry soap, hygiene products and 
meat gift certificates for every family served by 
the local Christian Community Cupboard. Fonda 
and Kim start shopping for “bargains” early in the 
year in order to provide food insecure families 
in their town with a special boost during the 
holidays. Parishioners of St. Joseph all pitch in 
by generously donating cash resources to the 
effort. In past years, between 40 and 50 families 
have received Angel Boxes. During 2020, COVID 
changed the process a bit, but this didn’t hinder 
Fonda and Kim’s efforts to help their neighbors 
in the community. Rather than preparing 
filled boxes for Community Cupboard families 
during COVID, they used cash donations from 
parishioners to purchase Hometown Foods 
grocery gift certificates and the State Center 
Locker meat gift certificates. Thirty-eight grocery 
and 52 meat certificates were redeemed by needy 
families. The parish is so fortunate to have women 
who are willing to invest so much time and energy 
into serving those around them.  

Lisa Hemesath nominated Fonda and Kim for our 
new “Member Spotlight” section. If you would like 
to nominate an ACCW member from your parish 
to be featured in the next issue of The Link, contact 
Lynne Chapman at dbqaccwedit@dbqarch.org. 

Kim Smith and some young 
volunteers help carry boxes and 
bags to recipients’ vehicles.  

Christmas Angel bags  
that were distributed.  

mailto:dbqaccwedit@dbqarch.org
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CEDAR RAPIDS  
Billie Burhite 
Representative

On April 10, 17, and 18, the ACCW hosted 
a bake sale at St. Matthew Parish in Cedar 
Rapids in the efforts to support the students 

traveling to the Benedictine College Youth Conference 
this summer. All baked goods were made by ACCW 
members.

The donation total was $1,089.00, 
and this will help the youth 
pay for hotel, travel and other 
expenses.

The Benedictine College Youth 
Conference is a Catholic summer 
youth conference, combining all 
the best aspects of a faith camp, a 
science and academic camp, and 
a standard summer camp. It is a 

week-long experience of community, faith and scholarship 
taking place on Benedictine College’s beautiful campus in 
Atchison, Kansas.

DECORAH 
Julie Vulk 
President

The Decorah Deanery installed the 
following new officers on April 6, 2021: Julie 
Vulk, President; Carrie and Sheila Rassman, 

Co-Vice-Presidents; Bonnie Hackman, Secretary; and 
Pam Rochford, Treasurer. 

Msgr. Cletus Hawes, spiritual director for the Decorah 
Deanery, and Fr. Sean Smith, pastor at Immaculate 
Conception in Lansing, collaborated and created a video 
of the Stations of the Cross for Lent.  Msgr. Hawes wrote 
the meditations, spoke, and sang as Fr. Smith videotaped.  
It is a great holy moment and can be found under the 
Archdiocesan web “Deanery Doings”! (https://dbqarch.
org/deanery-doings) 

President Julie Vulk met with the priests of the Decorah 
Deanery to obtain information from them about what 
they need from the DCCW. Their most important 
concern: How to get people back to church, and to respect 
what Sunday stands for.

Two high school students from South Winn in Calmar 
organized a March for Life and a diaper drive on May 1, 
with diapers donated to Helping Services. The day began 
with Mass in the Prayer Garden at St. Benedict Parish, 
music, making of signs, speakers and a march around 
downtown Decorah.  The K of C’s provided marshalling 
duties. Fr. Don Hertges, Fr. Bob Gross, Msgr. C. Hawes, 
Fr. D. Hawes and Fr. John Mosher celebrated Mass.

Helping Services 
of NE IA, based in 
Decorah, would very 
happy to have layettes 
and diapers donated! 
Helping Services 

serves eight counties: Allamakee, Bremer, Chickasaw, 
Clayton, Delaware Fayette, Howard and Winneshiek.  

MARSHALLTOWN 
Monica Fulton 
President

On Sunday, March 21, Spiritual Advisor 
Fr. Rick Dagit celebrated Mass at St. Mary, 
Colo, for the intentions of the priests, 

deacons, religious, and seminarians of the Marshalltown 
Deanery. Easter cards were sent to the Mass recipients. 
Cards were sent to Deanery priests on the anniversary of 
ordination. 

Martin Coolidge of St. Thomas Aquinas, Ames, will be 
ordained to the priesthood in May, and will receive a gift 
from the Deanery.

Within the Marshalltown Deanery, some “normal 
duties” of the ladies, such as caring for the altar linens, 
have continued despite COVID-19. Other duties, such 
as preparing and serving funeral meals, have been 
temporarily suspended. Due to the pandemic, some 
church events were canceled, including the twice-yearly 
rummage sales at St. Francis of Assisi, Marshalltown. 
Other events, such as the annual St. Anthony Ham Ball 
Dinner on May 8 at St. Joseph in State Center, continued 
in a different format, with food to-go.

It has been challenging to recognize confirmands, First 
Communicants, and graduates in our parishes, although 
this year we are more comfortable hosting gatherings in 
our parish halls. 

As members are vaccinated, we are more comfortable 
with in-person gatherings. Therefore, Councils at some 
parishes are scheduling monthly meetings. 

The CCW at St. Cecilia, Ames, has made the difficult 
decision to disband. The three circles which comprised the 
SCCCW will remain active.

Deanery News

https://dbqarch.org/deanery-doings
https://dbqarch.org/deanery-doings
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NEW HAMPTON 
Yvonne Kisch 
Representative

The New Hampton Deanery, while 
still under covid, many ACCW ladies 
continue the work of preparing the church 

by decorating and cleaning for the liturgical seasons, 
funerals, Mass celebrations, volunteers who help in the 
schools. The ladies are also making baby layettes, donating 
food items to food pantries.  In two of the parishes, 
the ladies sponsored drive by dinners, which were well 
attended. On Earth Day, a parish held a clean up the 
church and school that several of the ladies worked to 
make that a successful event.

During this time, our spiritual advisor, Fr. Carl Schmitt, 
celebrated his 60th Anniversary of Ordination. He 
received a card with a spiritual bouquet and our 
congratulations. A small Spanish community recognized 
father also with a reception after their Mass. 

During all of this time, 
many prayers to end 
the pandemic either 
individually or with small 
group meetings have been 
offered up.

WATERLOO 
Marlene Mangrich 
President

The Waterloo Deanery has been working 
with Fr. Knipper to find a Spiritual Advisor, 
and now have retired Deacon Tom Lang, a 

parishioner of St. Edward, Waterloo.  Welcome to Deacon 
Lang, as we are looking forward to praying and learning 
together with him. 

Throughout the pandemic our deanery has continued to 
secure items for layettes, boxes of joy, and put together the 
mats for the homeless, some very worthwhile projects.

Deanery News
(continued)

July 1 ACCW Executive Committee Meeting - 
 4:30 PM via Zoom

July 17 ACCW Board Meeting -  
 8:30 AM - 2:30 PM (Tentative)  
 St. Patrick Parish, Cedar Falls

August 5 Deadline for submissions for the  
 Summer 2021 issue of The Link

August 25-28 2021 NCCW Convention at  
 Arlington, Virginia

September 5 Fall 2021 issue of The Link is sent

October 23 Annual Meeting at Holy Trinity Parish  
 in Protivin

ACCW Calendar 
2021

We are looking for a woman who is active in her 
parish and has email to serve as an ACCW con-
tact in the following parishes.

Balltown – St. Francis of Assisi

Luxemburg – Holy Trinity

Sherrill – SS Peter and Paul

Springbrook – SS Peter & Paul

Volga – Sacred Heart

Winthrop – St. Patrick

If you have a suggested ACCW contact for any of 
these parishes, please contact Lisa Hemesath or 
Florine Swanson.

Wanted: 
Contacts for the Following Parishes
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Dubuque Archdiocesan Council of Catholic Women (ACCW)
2021 MEMBERSHIP/CONTRIBUTION GUIDELINES

National Council of Catholic Women’s (NCCW) Parish Affiliation is $100 annually.   
Individual NCCW membership is $50 annually.  
Checks should be made payable to NCCW and mailed to: National Council of Catholic Women 

10335-A Democracy Lane, Unit 201 
Fairfax, VA 22030

Please submit contributions by June 30, 2021 for convention voting purposes or by December 31, 2021 to close the fiscal year.

For more information about the Dubuque Archdiocesan Council of Catholic Women 
Go to www.DBQArch.org/ACCW or e-mail Joanne Pohland at dbqaccw@dbqarch.org

Mail parish officers information to: 
Lisa Hemesath 
ACCW Database Manager 
1116 240th St. 
State Center, IA 50247

Parish Affiliate Memberships

Suggested affiliate membership is $5 per woman in 
the parish.

Individual Sustaining Memberships

Sustaining membership is $10 which includes the 
subscription to the newsletter, The Link.

The ACCW Membership Contributions form is now 
available via our website:  
https://d2y1pz2y630308.cloudfront.net/23075/
documents/2021/2/2021%20Contribution%
20Form-2.pdf 

Name: 
_____________________________ 

Address: ___________________________

________________________________ 

Email: 
_____________________________ 

Phone: ____________________________

Mail contribution forms and checks to: 
Lisa Hemesath 
ACCW Treasurer 
1116 240th St. 
State Center, IA 50247

Checks should be made payable to ACCW.

Parish: _____________________________ 

CCW President: ________________________ 

Address: ___________________________

________________________________ 

Email: _____________________________ 

Phone: ____________________________

https://dbqarch.org/contribution-sheet 
http://www.DBQArch.org/ACCW
mailto:dbqaccw%40dbqarch.org?subject=
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th
eLINK

National | Archdiocesan | Deanery | Parish

The Archdiocesan Council of Catholic Women 
Empowers, Educates, and Supports all Catholic 
Women in Spirituality, Leadership, and Service.

The Link is the official publication of the ACCW 
and is available to affiliates and individual 
members. 

For more information we invite you to visit  
www.DbqArch.org/ACCW

Return Service Requested

Archdiocesan Council of Catholic Women (ACCW)
1229 Mt Loretta Avenue 
Dubuque, IA 52003

 

PPrriieesstt  PPrraayyeerr  CCaalleennddaarr  
  

Monthly Prayer Requests for Active Priests in the Archdiocese of Dubuque 
 

Prayer suggestions: Mass, Rosary, Divine Mercy Chaplet, Eucharistic Adoration, Fasting, Sufferings, or as you are inspired. 
  

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 
1 

 
Pope Francis, 

Archbishop Jackels, 
and all bishops 

2 
Fr. Anthony Adawu 
Fr. Rodney Allers 
Fr. Dave Ambrosy 
Fr. G. Anderson 
 

 

3 
Fr. Paul Attah-Nsiah 
Fr. Ray Atwood 
Fr. A. Awotwe-Mensah 
Fr. Greg Bahl 
 

 

4 
Fr. Paul Baldwin 
Fr. David Beckman 
Fr. Jerry Blake 
Fr. Scott Boone 
 

 

5 
Fr. Marvin Bries 
Fr. James Brokman 
Fr. Scott Bullock 
Fr. Ray Burkle 
 

 

6 
Fr. Dennis Colter 
Fr. Dennis Conway 
Fr. Don Czapla 
Fr. Rick Dagit 
 

 

7 
Fr. Ralph Davis 
Fr. Brian Dellaert 
Fr. Noah Diehm 
Fr. A. Dietzenbach 
 

 

8 
 

Deacons & Religious 
men and women of  

our Archdiocese 
 

9 
Fr. Kyle Digmann 
Fr. Jeffrey Dole 
Fr. Kevin Earleywine 
Fr. Solomon Farinto 
 

 

10 
Fr. John Flaherty 
Fr. Steven Garner 
Fr. Phil Gibbs 
Fr. Ken Glaser 
 

 

11 
Fr. Jim Goerend 
Fr. John Gossman 
Fr. Bob Gross 
Fr. John Haugen 
 

 

12 
Fr. Tom Heathershaw 
Fr. Nils Hernandez 
Fr. Don Hertges 
Fr. Henry Huber 
 

 

13 
Fr. Mike Hutchison 
Fr. Pierre Joseph 
Fr. Aaron Junge 
Fr. Donald Kombah 
 

 

14 
Fr. Jerry Kopacek 
Fr. John Kremer 
Fr. Anthony Kruse 
Fr. David Kucera 
 

 

15 
 

Men and women in 
Religious, Deaconate 
and Priestly formation 

 

16 
Fr. Mark Kwenin  
Fr. Andy Lawrence  
Fr. Joshua Link  
Fr. Paul Lippstock  
  

  

17 
Fr. Doug Loecke 
Fr. N. Manternach 
Fr. Nick March 
Fr. Andrew Marr 
 

 

18 
Fr. Gary Mayer 
Fr. Michael McAndrew 
Fr. Tom McDermott 
Fr. Steve Meyer 
 

 

19 
Fr. Dennis Miller 
Fr. John Moser 
Fr. Mark Murphy 
 
  

20 
Fr. R. Nana Andoh 
Fr. Paul Hta Naw 
Fr. Ivan Nienhaus 
 
 
  

21 
Fr. Anthony Nketiah 
Fr. Benjamin Nkrumah 
Fr. Dave O'Connor 
 
 

 

22 
 

Retired Archbishops, 
Priests, Deacons  

and Religious 

23 
Fr. Francis Odoom 
Fr. Mark Osterhaus 
Fr. C. Podhajsky 
  
 

 

24 
Fr. Dennis Quint 
Fr. Nick Radloff 
Fr. Tyler Raymond 
 
 

 

25 
Fr. Steve Rosonke 
Fr. Jacob Rouse 
Fr. David Schatz 
 
 

 

26 
Fr. Mike Schueller 
Fr. Jon Seda 
Fr. Joseph Sevcik 
 
 

 

27 
Fr. Sean Smith 
Fr. Craig Steimel 
Fr. Phil Thompson 
 
 

 

28 
Fr. Thomas Toale 
Fr. Andy Upah 
Fr. Dustin Vu 
 

 

29 
For an increase in  
vocations to the 

Priesthood, 
Deaconate and 
Religious Life 

30 
Fr. Doug Wathier 
Fr. Austin Wilker 
 

 

 

“O Almighty, Eternal God, look upon the Face of your Son and for love of him, who is the Eternal High 
Priest, have pity on your priests. Remember, O most compassionate God, that they are but weak and frail 
human beings. Stir up in them the grace of their vocation which is in them by the imposition of the bishop's 
hands. Keep them close to you, lest the enemy prevails against them, so that they may never do anything 
in the slightest degree unworthy of their sublime vocation.” ~ Cardinal Cushing 
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Pope Francis, 
Archbishop Jackels, 

and all bishops 

Deacons & Religious 
men and women of 

our Archdiocese 

Men and women in 
Religious, Deaconate 
and Priestly formation 

 Retired Archbishops, 
Priests, Deacons 

and Religious 

 For an increase in 
vocations to the 

Priesthood, Deaconate 
and Religious Life 

Fr. Anthony Adawu 
Fr. Rodney Allers 
Fr. Dave Ambrosy 
Fr. G. Anderson 

Fr. Kyle Digmann 
Fr. Jeffrey Dole 
Fr. Richmond Dzekoe
Fr. Kevin Earleywine 

Fr. David Kucera 
Fr. Mark Kwenin 
Fr. Andy Lawrence 
Fr. Joshua Link 

Fr. Dave O’Connor 
Fr. Francis Odoom 
Fr. Mark Osterhaus 

Fr. Dustin Vu 
Fr. Doug Wathier 
Fr. Austin Wilker 

Fr. Paul Attah-Nsiah 
Fr. Ray Atwood 
Fr. A. Awotwe-Mensah 
Fr. Greg Bahl 

Fr. Solomon Farinto 
Fr. John Flaherty 
Fr. Steven Garner 
Fr. Phil Gibbs 

Fr. Paul Lippstock 
Fr. Doug Loecke 
Fr. N. Manternach 
Fr. Nick March 

Fr. C. Podhajsky 
Fr. Dennis Quint 
Fr. Nick Radloff 

For all priests in 
the Archdiocese of 

Dubuque

Fr. Paul Baldwin 
Fr. David Beckman 
Fr. Jerry Blake 
Fr. Scott Boone 

Fr. Ken Glaser 
Fr. Jim Goerend 
Fr. Frantz Augustin 
Fr. Bob Gross 

Fr. Andrew Marr 
Fr. Gary Mayer 
Fr. Michael McAndrew 
Fr. Tom McDermott 

Fr. Tyler Raymond 
Fr. Steve Rosonke 
Fr. Jacob Rouse 

Fr. Marvin Bries 
Fr. James Brokman 
Fr. Scott Bullock 
Fr. Ray Burkle 

Fr. John Haugen 
Fr. Tom Heathershaw 
Fr. Nils Hernandez 
Fr. Don Hertges 

Fr. Jacob Dunner 
Fr. Dennis Miller 
Fr. John Moser 
Fr. Martin Obeng

Fr. David Schatz 
Fr. Mike Schueller 
Fr. Jon Seda 

Fr. Dennis Colter 
Fr. Dennis Conway 
Fr. Don Czapla 
Fr. Rick Dagit 

Fr. Henry Huber 
Fr. Martin Coolidge 
Fr. Philip Agyei
Fr. Aaron Junge 

Fr. Mark Murphy 
Fr. R. Nana Andoh 
Fr. Paul Hta Naw 
Fr. Kyle Tietz

Fr. Joseph Sevcik 
Fr. Sean Smith 
Fr. Craig Steimel 

Fr. Ralph Davis 
Fr. Brian Dellaert 
Fr. Noah Diehm 
Fr. A. Dietzenbach 

Fr. Donald Kombah 
Fr. Jerry Kopacek 
Fr. John Kremer 
Fr. Anthony Kruse 

Fr. Ivan Nienhaus 
Fr. Anthony Nketiah 
Fr. Benjamin Nkrumah 
Fr. Francis Yeboah

Fr. Phil Thompson 
Fr. Thomas Toale 
Fr. Andy Upah 

“O Almighty, Eternal God, look upon the Face of your Son and for love of him, who is the Eternal High 
Priest, have pity on your priests. Remember, O most compassionate God, that they are but weak and 
frail human beings. Stir up in them the grace of their vocation which is in them by the imposition of the 
bishop’s hands. Keep them close to you, lest the enemy prevails against them, so that they may never do 
anything in the slightest degree unworthy of their sublime vocation.” ~ Cardinal Cushing 

Priest Prayer Calendar Monthly Prayer Requests for Active Priests in the Archdiocese of Dubuque

Prayer suggestions: Mass, Rosary, Divine Mercy Chaplet, Eucharistic Adoration, Fasting, Sufferings, or as you are inspired.
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